
Pentecost ideas 
 
As well as being asked to pray #thykingdomcome at this time, churches all across 
the world are called to celebrate Pentecost, which this year falls on 31st May.  
Here are some ideas to use with children over the time of Pentecost.  
 
A simple ‘response story’ to use to explain the time of Pentecost and that it is a time 
for celebration 
http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/pentecost-response-story/  
 
Theme: Pentecost is a celebration – What do we use to celebrate? 
 
BALLOONS  
 
Craft: Balloon Hovercraft – reminding us of the wind which came at Pentecost 

Resources – balloons, CDs, craft glue, sports cap from a drinks bottle (the ones you 

pull up to drink through)  

1. Close the sports cap lid and glue the bottom of it over the centre of the CD. 

Make sure it completely covers the hole. Leave it to dry. 

2. Blow up the balloon and hold the end so no air escapes. 

3. Making sure no air escapes, stretch the end of the balloon over the closed 

bottle lid. 

4. Put the CD hovercraft on a smooth flat surface with the balloon side up. Give it 

a push, how far does it travel? 

5. Now pull open the sports cap lid. As the air releases, give it a push. How far 

does it travel this time? 

Game: draw or mark a ‘finish line’ on the floor and ask the children to write their 
initials on a balloon (not blown up). 
 
The children will then blow up their balloons (but not tie them) and, on the word ‘Go’ 
let go to see which one will make it to the finish line first using the power of the air 
inside.  

CAKE 

Cake decorating: reminding us of the flames which came at Pentecost 

Resources – cupcakes (ready made/bought), frosting (ready made/bought), spoons, 

fondant flames/orange and lemon segments, other cake decorating bits & bobs, 

birthday candles and candle holders. 

http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/pentecost-response-story/


Each child will have a cupcake. They can then decorate using frosting, other 

decorative bits & bobs e.g. silver balls and then either fondant flames or 

‘orange/lemon’ segments which look like flame shapes. They will each have a 

birthday candle. 

Activity:  Use a large paper circle with circles drawn inside it. Put the cake inside 

the middle circle 

It was the Jewish Festival of Pentecost, the festival when people would come from 
all over the world to Jerusalem to celebrate together. 

Ask the children to draw a person coming to celebrate inside the first circle around 
the edge of the sheet of paper. 

What were they celebrating? It was the harvest festival - the time they would bring 
offerings of the first fruit of the crops to God and decorate the houses with flowers, 
very much like we do in church in the autumn. 

In the next circle, ask the children to draw as many sorts of fruits and vegetables 
and grain as they can think of. 

On this particular Shavuot or Pentecost festival, the one after Jesus had died and 
come back to life and gone to be with God, his disciples were together in a house in 
Jerusalem. Suddenly, there was a noise like a strong wind from heaven and it filled 
the whole house. 

Fill the next circle with swirls of colour for the wind. 

As well as the wind, something like flames of fire separated and came to rest on 
each person there. 

Fill the next circle with flames. 

They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different languages. 
People who heard them were amazed to hear them speaking every one of their own 
languages. 

Fill the next circle with as many words in different languages as you know. 

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, told the crowds who Jesus was and about 3000 
people started to believe in Jesus that very day. 

Add a lighted candle to the cake, remembering the flames showing God was there 
and then ask the children to blow it out after 3, remembering the wind that came and 
showed that God was there. 

It was the day when Jesus’ promise came true, God showed that he is always with 
us by giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit – the part of God which is always with us. 



So it’s a day of celebration because Pentecost is the first time people lived in this 
way – loving and worshipping God, so we call it the church’s birthday. So we will 
finish by singing and having cake together to share as we go home. 

SINGING 

Reminding us that it is a celebration of the church’s birthday  

Sing ‘Happy birthday’ as normal and then these words to the tune 

The disciples were there 
when the spirit was shared 
the flames rested on them 
and the wind blew their hair 

Pentecost is our song 

God’s spirit goes on 

He is always with us 

All ages along.  

 

Prayer: have written on pieces of paper the different fruits of the Spirit (which we 

receive at Pentecost) – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, 

faithfulness and self-control. 

Ask the children to choose something they wish to be filled with at this special time, 

the gift they most wish to receive. Choose a small piece of paper with that gift on, 

fold it up and put it inside their balloon then blow it up and tie it so they can keep it.  

 

 

 


